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hearers for a more intelligent and profitable attendance on the sub- 
sequent prayer-meeting. It may, in many, if not most places, be 
expedient for the friends of peace in different denominations to hold 
the concert together; and we hope that every minister, who reads 
our periodical, will take upon himself the responsibility of providing 
that the concert of prayer for peace is in some way observed in the 
place of his residence. Let the .arrangements be made in season and 
aright. 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION FOR PEACE. 

Every other cause has its annual or monthly contributions; and 
why not the cause of peace ? Can this cause get along without 
means any better than that of temperance or missions? Can publi- 
cations be issued, or lecturers and editors supported without money? 
Will tracts, and periodicals, and books print and circulate themselves? 

But you may ask for what specific purpose do we need money ? 
1. For the support of laborers in this cause. These we must have ; 
but only here and there one, like our devoted President, has the 
means of supporting himself. We must either feed and clothe 
them, or lose their services ; and it is a fact, quite dishonorable to the 
friends of peace, that they have never furnished us with the means 
of pledging an adequate support to a solitary agent for a single year 
since the Society began its operations ! Most of the services per- 
formed for the cause, have been gratuitous, and nearly all with a 
very uncertain prospect of any remuneration. The public mind is so 
ripe for effort, that we ought to have forthwith in our service from 
ten to twenty laborers ; but we cannot promise a support to one, and 
can therefore expect the services of no man who is not able to 
support himself, or willing to sacrifice all his worldly interests on 
the shrine of peace. Is it right for the friends of peace to ask or 
allow this? Will they refuse a few dollars, perhaps a single dollar, 
and require or permit others to impoverish themselves for the 
promotion of a common cause ? 2. For publications. This consti- 
tutes our chief department of expense; for we go upon the plan of 
employing few agents, and using the press to supply the lack of 
such services. And in this department alone we need more than 
ten times as much as all we have ever received, especially for such 
publications as the following; — our periodical, which we wish to 
circulate gratuitously, if we had the means, among no small part of 
the ten or fifteen thousand ministers in our country ; — for volumes, 
several of which we have already stereotyped, and have others 
waiting for the press, all designed and well calculated for popular 
use ; — for tracts, of which we have stereotyped nine, have others 
ready for the press, and are anxious to increase the number much 
farther, and to scatter them by scores of thousands all over the land. 
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Our tracts are all exhausted, and we have no means of publishing 
any more. We want money especially for this purpose ; and it 
would require six or eight thousand dollars to put a single tract, at 
one cent a piece, in every family of New England alone, and more 
than thirty thousand for the whole country. 

In view of this brief statement, we put it to our friends, to the 
whole Christian community, whether they will still withhold the 
pittance we ask for the furtherance of such a cause ? Shall we be 
left to struggle along without means, when our professed friends 
could, without sacrifice, with scan e an effort, furnish all we need? 
We hear little or no complaint of war-burdens in this country; but 
look at what we are paying this very year for the war-system. 
Massachusetts gives her volunteer companies $50,000 as an annual 
reward for their services in training; the completion of the Bunker 
Hill Monument, a war-measure, must have cost, in money, time, and 
temporary suspension of business, not less than $200,000 more ; our 
share of the nation's expenses for war-purposes during this year of 
peace, will probably exceed $1,000,000 ; and will the friends of peace 
through the land let it be said that they are all unable or unwilling 
to give for this cause little more than a thousandth part of what a 
single State has so cheerfully S| ent for war ? 

How to raise the funds we need. We propose three ways, either or 
all of which may be adopted. I. To have a collection taken when 
the sermon is preached on the subject of peace. This would be the 
best; and we hope it will be generally done. 2. A collection may 
be taken at the concert of prayer. 3. The minister, or some other 
friend of the cause, may get subscribers for our periodical. When 
any person contributes one dollar or more, he can have the Advocate 
one year by sending his name; and, when a contribution is made, 
we will, if requested and able, return some of our tracts or other pub- 
lications. $~f* Every minister who preaches on peace, and takes up 
a collection, is entitled to the Advocate for the ensuing year. 

How to make the concert of prayer well attended and interesting. We 
might safely leave this to the ingenuity of every devoted friend of 
peace ; for were there a hearty will, it would soon find a way ; and, 
if a minister would first preach a spirited sermon on the subject, 
and then say, in notifying the concert, that further statements will 
then be made concerning the progress, prospects and claims of the 
cause, he would in most cases secure a full attendance. 

We need not help our intelligent friends to facts or arguments on 
such an occasion ; but we may, with due respect, suggest a few points 
proper to be brought forward then, and likely to interest any Chris- 
tian audience. 1. The identity of this cause with Christianity, in its 
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aims, its spirit, its principles, its means. — 2. Its benign influence on 
the character of Christians, especially in preparing them for the 
work of a world's entire and thorough conversion to God. — 3. Its 
efficacy in removing obstacles to that glorious result. — 4. Its saving 
of money, and time, and talent, and moral power for that mighty 
achievement. — 5. The grounds of our faith in the ultimate triumph 
of this cause, from the Bible, and in the influences now at work 
through the world. — 6. The necessity of means in this as in every 
other cause. — 7. Dependence on God for success, and the consequent 
necessity of prayer. — 8. The subserviency of this cause, in various 
ways, to the prosperity of religion at home, and the spread of the 
gospel over the earth. 



OUR OWN OPERATIONS. 

Of these we have never been wont to say much, perhaps not so 
much as we ought; and of late we have said less than usual, not 
because we have been inactive, but because we were attempting 
nothing out of our usual course. We have, notwithstanding the 
times, held on " the even tenor of our way," and kept at least the 
main central wheels of our machinery in regular operation. We 
have not, for we could not, extend our agencies ; but we have the 
usual number of laborers now in the field, our President and our 
Secretary, besides the temporary services of some others. The Rev. 
D. O. Morton, a life-member of our Society, and a steadfast friend 
of peace, was lately commissioned to plead our cause during an 
excursion into some of the Wesfern States; and the reports we have 
received, justify the hope of much immediate and permanent good 
from his labors. Our President started early in October on his 
long-contemplated tour through the State of New York to Michigan, 
and thence back through Ohio, Virginia and Pennsylvania; a tour 
which will probably occupy him till our next anniversary. May the 
God of peace protect and prosper him! 



PETITIONS TO CONGRESS. 

We trust our friends will not grow weary in petitioning our rulers 
on this subject. It cost the philanthropists of England some thirty 
years of importunity with their parliament to secure the death-war- 
rant of the slave-trade; and for an object incomparably more 
important, we should be willing to renew our efforts, if necessary, 
for centuries. Rulers will move in earnest whenever the people 
become sufficiently unanimous in bidding them move; and the 
million are coming much faster than we could expect with the small 
amount of means used, to think and feel right on this subject 

The way is fairly open for the renewal of our requests in the form 



